We extend the description of flavour that exists in the Randall-Sundrum (RS) model to the soft wall (SW) model in which the IR brane is removed and the Higgs is free to propagate in the bulk. It is demonstrated that, like the RS model, one can generate the hierarchy of fermion masses by localising the fermions at different locations throughout the space. However, there are two significant differences. Firstly the possible fermion masses scale down, from the electroweak scale, less steeply than in the RS model and secondly there now exists a minimum fermion mass for fermions sitting towards the UV brane. With a quadratic Higgs VEV, this minimum mass is about fifteen orders of magnitude lower than the electroweak scale. We derive the gauge propagator and despite the KK masses scaling as m 2 n ∼ n, it is demonstrated that the coefficients of four fermion operators are not divergent at tree level. FCNC's amongst kaons and leptons are considered and compared to calculations in the RS model, with a brane localised Higgs and equivalent levels of tuning. It is found that since the gauge fermion couplings are slightly more universal and the SM fermions typically sit slightly further towards the UV brane, the contributions to observables such as ǫ K and ∆m K , from the exchange of KK gauge fields, are significantly reduced.
Introduction
The soft wall (SW) model was originally proposed as a potential dual to a field theory with linear confinement [1] , the idea being that under the AdS/CFT correspondence bound states in the, now broken, conformal field theory are conjectured to be dual to Kaluza-Klein (KK) modes on the gravity side [2] . When, as in QCD, confinement is modelled such that the quark energy grows linearly with the quark separation then the mass of the nth meson will be subject to 'Regge scaling', m 2 n ∼ n. However, on the gravity side, when a discrete KK spectrum is obtained by imposing two hard cut offs on the space, for example by cutting off the space with two branes, then the KK masses will generically scale as m 2 n ∼ n 2 [3, 4] .
In the SW model, the hard cut off in the IR of the theory is replaced by a smooth cut off. To be specific, one considers an AdS 5 space which is cut off in the UV by a brane but extends to infinity in the IR in an analogous fashion to the the RSII model [5] . However, in the IR the space has a cut off due to a smoothly decaying background value of a 'dilaton' given by
Although we refer to this field as a dilaton, it should be stressed this is very much a 'bottom up' model. When ν > 1 this smooth cut off gives rise to a discrete (bosonic) KK spectrum with [6, 7] 
Hence with ν = 2 one obtains a Regge scaling in the KK spectrum. For the majority of this paper we shall focus on this scenario, although it is worth pointing out that when ν < 1 one obtains a continuous KK spectrum, or in other words the propagator has no poles. Such a scenario is conjectured to be dual to unparticles. When ν = 1 one obtains a continuous KK spectrum above a mass gap.
In recent years there has been significant interest in the phenomenological implications of AdS 5 in the context of the Randall and Sundrum (RS) model [8] . This is principally because the model appears to offer a geometrical explanation of the two apparent hierarchies of the standard model (SM). In particular by localising the Higgs on the IR brane, the electroweak scale is gravitionally redshifted down from the Planck scale and hence the model offers a potential resolution to the gauge hierarchy problem. Likewise, by allowing the SM fermions and gauge fields to propagate in the bulk, one can use a bulk mass term to localise the fermions towards the UV and away from the Higgs. Such a scenario not only offers an explanation of the hierarchy in the fermion masses [9, 10, 11] but it also offers a suppression of potential flavour changing neutral currents (FCNC's) [12, 13] . While this provides a compelling description of flavour it is found that a problem arises when one considers the heavier quarks. With the Higgs localised on the IR brane the possible fermion zero mode masses scale down from the electroweak scale and hence the heavier quarks typically have to sit quite far towards the IR brane and in a region where FCNC's are no longer suppressed. This results in constraints, in particular from K 0 −K 0 mixing, forcing the mass of the first KK gauge mode to be 20 − 30 TeV [14, 15, 16] .
From the holographic perspective the RS model is conjectured to be dual to a theory which is closely related to technicolor [17, 18, 19] , albeit technicolor without linear confinement. So a natural question one may ask is which of the phenomenological features of the RS model be translated across to the SW model. For example, can the space be stabilised such that the gauge hierarchy problem be resolved? When one stabilises such spaces using the Goldberger-Wise mechanism [20] one finds an IR curvature singularity [21, 22, 23] . Hence with no IR cut off, the SW model suffers from a naked singularity. In any valid solution the boundary terms in the equations of motions must vanish at this singularity [24] . This provides an additional constraint, on the SW model, which forbids the space from being cut off too sharply. In particular it has been argued that a warp factor, sufficient to resolve the gauge hierarchy problem, can be generated when ν < 1 [25] or ν < 2 [24] . None the less it is interesting to note that Regge scaling, in the KK masses, occurs in a class of SW solutions at the limit of what can still potentially offer a resolution of the hierarchy problem.
Of course generating a large hierarchy is only one aspect of resolving the gauge hierarchy problem. One must also demonstrate that electroweak symmetry can be broken such that corrections to electroweak observables do not force the KK scale to a level at which one reintroduces a so called 'little hierarchy problem'. In the SW model, with the absence of an IR brane, the Higgs must necessarily propagate in the bulk. This gives rise to a z dependent Higgs VEV, h(z) ∼ h 0 z α . If such a Higgs VEV is too flat then it is found that one requires fine tuning in order to generate the correct electroweak scale, in particular it is found that to avoid this tuning α 2 [26] . However a bulk Higgs also leads to a suppression in the couplings between KK gauge fields and the Higgs, which in turn gives rise to a significant reduction in the constraints coming from electroweak observables [6, 26, 27, 28] . The extent to which electroweak constraints are suppressed is sensitive to how flat the Higgs VEV is although, with a nearly quadratic Higgs VEV, it is possible to reduce the constraints to M KK 1 TeV without a custodial symmetry [26] .
The focus of this paper is to examine whether or not the RS description of flavour can be translated to models with a SW: Can the model generate a hierarchy of fermion masses without a hierarchy in the Yukawa couplings, and to what extent are FCNC's suppressed? Before one can carry out a meaningful study there are a number of issues that must be addressed. Firstly, as explained in [29, 30, 31] , when the fermions are propagating in the bulk, the smooth cut off provided by the dilaton is not sufficient to give rise to a discrete KK spectrum. In order to ensure the latter, one must couple the fermions to something that is gaining a z dependent VEV. A natural candidate for this (used in [29, 30, 32] ) is the Higgs. However here, following [31] , we introduce a generic z dependent mass term that could arise from the Yukawa couplings to the Higgs or some other new physics (such as couplings to the dilaton or a Goldberger-Wise scalar [33] ). It should be stressed that such a z-dependent term must be present in any realistic soft wall model with bulk fermions.
We then proceed to demonstrate that a hierarchy of fermion masses can be generated when α 2.
FCNC's occur in such a model due to the tree level exchange of KK gauge fields. The standard approach to computing the size of such FCNC's is to integrate out the KK modes in order to obtain the coefficients of four fermion operators. The computation of such coefficients will include a sum over the KK modes. Naively one may be concerned that, with m 2 n ∼ n, such a sum would be logarithmically divergent, i.e. such processes would be dominated by the higher KK modes. It is generally thought, however, that models such as the present one are effective theories and unknown UV dynamics will cut off any such divergence. Either way, in section 3, the gauge propagator is computed and it is demonstrated that, provided the fermion bulk mass is sufficiently z-dependent, this divergence does not occur at tree level.
In section 4 we compute the tree level corrections to certain flavour violating lepton decays. This study allows us to check the validity of our approximations against earlier work [32] and examine some of the central physics. Finally, in section 5, we apply our results to a study of the quark sector. It should be stressed that this can not be considered a complete study. Firstly we do not consider SW models in generality but focus on a specific model with a quadratic Higgs VEV (α = 2) and a quadratic dilaton (i.e. Regge scaling in the KK spectrum, ν = 2). This model has been chosen since it is believed to be close to the optimal resolution of the gauge hierarchy problem, i.e. it is still able to generate the large hierarchy but with minimal constraints coming from the electroweak precision tests [26] . It also allows for a reasonable level of analytical control over the calculation. Secondly we only consider the tree level contribution to gauge mediated FCNC's in the kaon sector. As mentioned, some of the tightest constraints on the RS model come from the contribution to ǫ K coming from the exchange of KK gluons. Hence here we primarily focus on the kaon sector. It is found that, due to the Higgs propagating in the bulk, all the SM fermion zero modes can sit further towards the UV brane than in the RS model and hence one finds that the contribution to ǫ K is much smaller in the SW model. So although we focus on the kaon sector we anticipate that the same effect would cause an increased suppression in all FCNC's compared to that of the RS model, with the Higgs localised on the IR brane. However, as found in [34] , one would anticipate that an analogous suppression of FCNC's would be present in the RS model with a bulk Higgs. Although we also find a slight increase in the universality, of the couplings between KK gauge fields and UV localised fermions, which is caused by the removal of the IR brane. We conclude in section 6.
Obtaining the Fermion Mass Hierarchy in the Softwall Model
In extending the RS description of flavour to the SW model one faces a number of additional complications related to the backreaction of the Higgs on the fermion profiles. In the RS model, studies of flavour typically involve large scans over many possible Yukawa couplings [14, 15, 16, 35, 36] . In the SW model, the fermion profiles receive contributions from the Yukawa couplings and the bulk mass terms. Hence the same scans over parameter space would be computationally challenging. As explained in [7, 29, 31] , an interesting feature of the SW model is that one must couple the fermions to the Higgs VEV, or some z dependent mass quantity, in order to obtain a discrete KK spectrum and so one cannot simply neglect such backreactions. In this paper, following [31, 37] , we shall employ a bulk mass term consisting of a constant and a z-dependent part. Fortunately we find that, when the fermions are localised towards the UV, deformations in the fermion profile brought about by changes to the constant part of the (effective) bulk mass terms are far larger than those caused by changes in the z-dependent part. Hence in this paper we shall assume the z dependence as flavour-independent, giving a universal correction to the fermion profiles. The validity of this approximation is checked in this paper. In this section we shall clarify our assumptions, compute the fermion profiles and demonstrate when one can generate a fermion mass hierarchy.
The Fermion Profile
Let us begin by considering the SM fermions propagating in AdS 5 ,
where η µν = diag(+ − −−). The space runs from a UV brane at z = R to infinity but is dynamically cut off by the background value of the dilaton,
As mentioned in the introduction here we shall focus on a quadratic dilaton that yields Regge scaling in the KK masses. In this model the KK scale will be given by M KK = 1 R ′ , while the 4D effective Planck mass will be of the order M Pl ∼ 1 R . Hence, in order to offer a potential resolution to the gauge hierarchy problem one requires a warp factor of
Here we shall not consider the stability of the space but simply impose this warp factor by hand and refer readers to [24] for specific realisations of this model. In order to yield a low energy chiral SM it is necessary to include both doublets (Ψ) and singlets (Υ) under S U (2) . If one couples the fermions, with a Yukawa coupling Y, to a bulk Higgs (assumed to be a S U(2) doublet) that gains a VEV h(z) then a single generation is described by
where
is the covariant derivative and ω M is the spin connection. The upper latin indices run over all five dimensions, while µ, ν run from 0 to 3. Since in five dimensions fermions are not chiral, one can include a bulk mass term M.
We decompose the fermion field into two Weyl fermions such that Ψ = ψ L + ψ R and γ 5 ψ L,R = ∓ψ L,R and then make the KK decompositions
If one defines the four dimensional effective mass by the Dirac equation
R,L , then the equations of motion are given by [7, 30, 32] 
It is now possible to see the double role of the Higgs. Firstly it is giving mass to the fermion zero modes which are associated with the SM particles. Secondly, in order to arrive at a discrete fermion KK spectrum, it is necessary for (6) to be convergent and hence the fermion profiles must go to zero as z → ∞. Here this is achieved by coupling the fermions to the Higgs such that lim z→∞
. One can also see the difficulties that would arise in scanning over many anarchic Yukawa couplings, since for each 3 × 3 Yukawa matrix one would have to solve the six coupled differential equations and normalise all the solutions.
Hence here we shall follow [31] and introduce a z dependent, flavour-diagonal, bulk mass term
There are two possible interpretations of such a mass term. One possibility is to view such a mass term as arising from diagonalising (7), and hence one would anticipate that there would be nontrivial relationships between c 0 and M Ψ/Υ and between c 1 z α and Yh(z). This equivalence has been discussed in [30] . Alternatively one could attribute the term to some new high scale physics, in which case the exponent of the mass term α need not be the same as that of the Higgs VEV. Here we shall try to remain as open minded as possible as to the underlying physics, keeping in mind that, in order to arrive at a discrete fermion spectrum, c 1 cannot be zero and hence any realistic scenario must give rise to such a term. Through a slight abuse of notation, we shall refer to the c 0 term as a bulk mass parameter and the c 1 term as the term arising from the Yukawa coupling. The advantage with introducing such a mass term is one can now find analytical expressions for the fermion profiles. In particular after making the same KK decomposition (5) such that
and the equations of motion are now
where the ± act on f L and f R respectively. The zero mode profile (m n = 0) can now be solved for
where Γ(a, x) = 
. Imposing boundary conditions, obtained from requiring (11) to allow a zero mode, this can be analytically solved when α = 2 to give [31] 
where U(α, β, x) are confluent hypergeometric functions or Kummer functions. The KK masses of these fields have been included in table 1 and are in agreement with [31] .
The Fermion Masses
Having obtained the fermion zero mode profile we will treat the fermion mass, arising from the coupling to the Higgs, as a perturbation. I.e. we let the fermion zero mode masses be approximated by
where i, j are flavour indices and f i L,R is the zero mode profile (12) . Here we parameterise the Yukawa couplings by Y i j = λ i j √ R, where λ i j are taken to be complex and order one. The Higgs VEV is assumed to be of the form [7] h
where h 0 is a dimensionless constant. If one assumes that the c 1 term in (9) has arisen from the Higgs VEV then there will be a non trivial relationship between the c L,R i 1 values and h 0 λ i j . Since the only way to know such a relationship would be to solve (7), one would wonder whether the situation has been improved. However fortunately it is found that, when the fermions are sitting towards the UV brane, the four dimensional effective couplings, that govern the low energy phenomenology, are far more sensitive to changes in the c 0 bulk mass parameters than changes in the c 1 parameters. This allows us to make the approximation of assuming a universal c 1 value, i.e. assuming that c Li
Turning back to the fermion masses (14) and substituting in (12) gives
Note that the integral in (14) 
This should be compared with the analogous expression for the RS model with the Higgs localised on the IR brane and f
where v ≈ 174 GeV is the Higgs VEV.
The ranges of possible masses have been plotted in figure 1. One can see two significant differences from the RS case. The first and most obvious, is that as one localises the fermions closer and closer to the UV one hits a minimum fermion mass. The location of this minimum is very sensitive to both the warp factor and the form of the Higgs VEV. In particular one would struggle to generate the hierarchy of fermion masses with a linear Higgs VEV or, for that a matter, a small warp factor. What is particularly interesting is that the optimum solutions to the gauge hierarchy problem, found in [26] , appear to correspond to Ω ≈ 10 15 and α ≈ 2. This would put the minimum fermion mass about fifteen orders of magnitude lower than the mass of 4 Here we have used the metric ds an IR localised fermion. If one took h 0 M KK ∼ 100 GeV then this would correspond to a minimum fermion mass of the order 0.1 meV which is roughly the scale of the observed neutrino masses. It is curious to note that this approximately corresponds to models which are found to have minimal electroweak constraints [26] . Hence the majority of this paper will focus on models with α = 2. One could obtain a lower mass by considering a split fermion scenario, in which the left-handed fermions are localised towards the opposite side of the space to the right-handed fermions. However one would suspect that this scenario would give rise to large FCNC's and hence would not be phenomenologically viable. Note that this potential relationship between the neutrino masses and the warp factor, in scenarios with a bulk Higgs, was first pointed out in [38] .
The second difference, from the RS model, is the gradient of the slope. In both the RS model and the SW model the possible masses drop away exponentially. However, in the SW model, the exponent is no longer constant. This leads us to anticipate small mass hierarchies for light fermions, such as neutrinos, and larger mass hierarchies between heavier fermions, such as the the top and bottom quarks. This reduced c 0 dependence also has implications in the suppression of FCNC's which we shall consider in later sections.
It should be noted that, although here we have treated the Yukawa couplings as a perturbation, these results are in good agreement with the corresponding plot in [30] (with α = 2 and Ω = 10 3 ). One would also expect that these differences would be present in any model with a bulk Higgs (see for example [33] ). Since this notion of a minimum in the 4D effective Yukawa coupling is generic to all couplings between fermion zero modes and profiles sitting towards the IR. It is, for example, well known that the same effect is present in the fermion couplings to KK gauge fields (see figure 2 (a)).
The Gauge Position / Momentum Space Propagator
Having demonstrated that, with α 2 and Ω = 10 15 , one can generate the hierarchy of fermion masses we shall move on to look at FCNC's. In the RS model, the tree level exchange of KK gauge fields gives rise to FCNC's which provide some of the most stringent constraints on the model. The computations of such processes involve a sum over the KK tower (∼ n 1/m 2 n ) which, as already discussed, are potentially logarithmically divergent with m 2 n ∼ n. Even if such processes are not divergent, due to the slower convergence with n, it is clearly necessary to include more KK modes than in the RS model in order to arrive at an accurate result, although it is not clear how many need to be included. With this in mind we shall now compute the 5D gauge propagator that inherently includes the full KK tower. For the remainder of this paper we shall restrict ourselves to studying models with a quadratic Higgs VEV (α = 2).
The Photon Propagator
We start by considering a U(1) gauge field in the space (2)
where M, N run over the five space time indices and µ, ν run over the four large dimensions. Integrating by parts and introducing a gauge fixing term of the form
, one gets
In this paper we will work at tree level in the unitary gauge (ξ → ∞) and so neglect contributions from ghosts and the unphysical A 5 goldstone bosons. We refer the reader to [39] for a discussion of alternative gauges. After Fourier transforming with respect to the four large dimensions, such that p µ = i∂ µ , the gauge propagator is given by
The point of all this is that in order to obtain a 4D effective theory one just has to integrate out the Green's function G p (z, z ′ ). With a dilaton of the form Φ = z 2 R ′ 2 , the most general solution of (22) is
where A, B, C, D are constants of integration. We have also introduced the quantity
while M(α, β, x) and U(α, β, x) are again Kummer functions 5 . Throughout the remainder of this paper we will repeatedly use relations taken from [40, 41, 42] . Following [39] , we introduce u = min(z, z ′ ) and v = max(z, z ′ ) and impose the continuity condition that matches the two solutions at
Here N is a normalisation constant found by integrating over (22) to get the 'jump' condition
where we have used the relation
To fix the constants of integration we impose Neumann boundary conditions on the UV brane, i.e.
Since there is no IR brane, the determination of C and D is a little more subtle. Here we replace one of the boundary conditions with a 'normalisability' condition that dictates that the propagator be comprised of KK modes which are normalisable with respect to
5 Here we use the notation of [40] , although M(α, β, x) can be alternatively denoted by 1 
Hence we require that the integral (26) be logarithmically divergent. For large x, Kummer functions scale
The last term is clearly convergent, and so with A and B already fixed, only by setting C = 0 can one obtain a logarithmic divergence. This then results in D being arbitrary and the full propagator being given by
The KK masses will be given by the poles of the propagator, i.e. when A(a) = 0. G p (u, v) will have the same form for the gluons, whereas the W/Z propagator will be slightly deformed.
The W/Z Gauge Fields
Before considering the W/Z propagator it is useful to first consider the individual KK modes. Working post spontaneous symmetry breaking, we add to (19) a mass term of the form
where g is the 5D coupling to the Higgs (or for the Z boson
and h is the Higgs VEV (15). Carrying out the usual KK decomposition,
the gauge profile will then be given by
When α = 2 this can be solved to give
where we have introduced the quantities
Note on sending g 2 h 2 0 → 0, ζ → 1 and bearing in mind that U(α, β,
, one regains the gauge profiles for massless gauge fields found in [7] . We have also imposed the normalisability condition (28) resulting in the coefficient in front of the M(α, β, x) part of the solution being set to zero. Imposing Neumann boundary conditions on the UV brane (∂ 5 f n | z=R = 0) then gives
Once again as ζ → 1, the KK masses are the same as those given by the poles of the propagator (24) . ζ can then be found by solving
With M KK ≈ 1 − 10 TeV, then ζ Z ≈ 1.28 − 1.0028 and hence when M KK M W/Z then g 2 ∼ O(R). In other words, provided the KK scale is not too large, one does not have to introduce any couplings that are very large or very small in order to generate the correct W and Z masses.
We can now estimate h 0 by comparison with electroweak observables. Ideally one should compare to all observables in particular the Fermi constant. However, since one of the motivations for studying this model was its relatively small electroweak corrections, it is reasonable to just fit the gauge couplings and h 0 to three observables. In particular if one fits to the Z mass, fine structure constant, α, and weak mixing angle,
We have also introduced the flat normalised photon gauge profile
and
Hence for a quadratic Higgs VEV we find
By fitting the couplings of the five dimensional gauge field, g and g ′ , directly to observables we are assuming that the ratio of the 5D couplings is the same as the ratio of the 4D effective couplings. Hence we are neglecting O(M 2 W/Z /M 2 KK ) corrections to both the W and Z couplings and masses. One can check the validity of this approximation by numerically verifying that 
As already mentioned, for the majority of this paper we shall focus on the quadratic Higgs VEV (α = 2). None the less it is worth pointing out the special case of a linear VEV. With α = 1, (29) can be solved to give
Once again imposing Neumann boundary conditions on the UV brane gives the condition
Hence in the case of a linear VEV (α = 1), the zero mode profile of the W and Z gauge fields are flat. This can alternatively be seen by noting that
In models with warped extra dimensions, the deformation of the W and Z zero mode gives rise to a number of significant constraints, for example corrections to the Zbb vertex, rare lepton decays and corrections to electroweak observables, in particular the S parameter. One would anticipate that a flat W/Z profile would lead to a significant suppression of such constraints, although one would expect that it would also be difficult to generate the fermion mass hierarchy with a linear VEV.
Convergence of Four Fermion Operators
We are now in a position to test whether or not the coefficients of the four fermion operators, of interest to flavour physics, are divergent (at tree level) with respect to summing over KK number. As we shall see, in section 5, these coefficients are determined by the integral
Typically this integral cannot be done analytically, although one can make a small momentum (i.e. small a) approximation 6
6 Here we have used that M(1, 2, x) = e x −1 x and Taylor expanded
where Ψ is a digamma function and γ is the Euler constant. This allows (36) to be approximated as
The point is that this can be approximately evaluated using 
Clearly, for large z the integrand will be dominated by the exponential and so will go to zero only when, once again, c
It is straightforward to check this empirically, for the exact integrand, and it is found to hold for every case checked. So, although we have not been able to prove it explicitly, we strongly suspect that the coefficients of four fermion operators will only be convergent when (40) is satisfied. That is to say, the four fermion operator coefficients will be divergent, at leading order, if the fermions bulk mass term is not sufficiently z-dependent, i.e. the c 1 parameter is too small. 
where the fermion profiles are given in (13 In practice, for large warp factors, the integral (36) is difficult to do even numerically. In order to carry out the scans over parameter space required to study flavour, it is easier to work with the individual KK modes. Eq. (36) can be equated to
and f n is the gauge profile (30 with ζ = 1). The question then remains, how many KK modes should be summed over. In table 2 we compare this convergence for a low warp factor. Note, at momenta much lower than the KK scale, the propagator is dominated by the zero mode which we have subtracted off. We observe a reasonably good convergence. In practice we sum over the first 15 KK modes and hence would expect an error of the order of a few percent.
Before moving on to look at the results it is worth briefly looking at the relative gauge fermion couplings plotted in figure 2(a) . The only reason why a convergence in (36) is possible is because the higher KK modes are increasingly weakly coupled to the fermion zero modes. One can also see that the couplings of the RS model do appear to fall away more rapidly than those of the SW model, although it is not really possible to say much when considering just 3 modes.
The scale of constraints from flavour physics is partly determined by the difference or non-universality of the coupling of different flavours, particularly when they are localised towards the UV brane (c 0 > 1 2 ). This has been plotted in figure 2(b) for an arbitrary bulk mass parameter of c 0 = 0.65. Firstly one can see the source of the so called RS-GIM mechanism since, when the the fermions are sitting towards the UV brane, the gauge fermion coupling is approximately universal. One can also see, from figure 2(b) , that the SW model has an equivalent level of universality to that of the RS model. Critically, one can also see from figure  2(a) , that when the fermions are localised towards the UV, differences in the couplings are dominated by differences in the c 0 bulk mass term and not the c 1 term. Hence here assuming universal c 1 parameters does not significantly change the results. However as one localises the fermions further and further towards the IR then one can see that the couplings becomes increasingly sensitive to the c 1 parameter.
The Lepton Sector
Before considering the quark sector we shall first look at the tree level decays involving just the charged leptons. The advantage to this is that one need only fit to the lepton masses and this will allow us to demonstrate the central physics a little more clearly. In light of the current experimental status of the PMNS matrix one is inclined to favour configurations with large charged lepton mixings (i.e. closely spaced c 0 parameters). However here we will consider scenarios with both large and small mixings.
We shall also consider only the zero modes of the fermions. One may be concerned that, when the full mass matrix M M † is diagonalised, the mixing of the zero modes would receive contributions from the terms that are off diagonal with respect to KK number. In the RS model these off diagonal terms are partially suppressed by the orthogonality of the fermion profiles (10) [12] . One would expect a similar effect being present in the SW model although it would be partially reduced due to the presence of the Higgs profile. As in the case of the RS model, one should be particularly cautious, about neglecting the contribution from the fermion KK modes, when one has matching c 0 values. Since this gives rise to particularly universal couplings which can, if the KK modes are not considered, exaggerate the suppression of FCNC's.
The process we will consider here is the tree level decay l j → l i l ili which is given by [44] 
U L,R are the unitary matrices that diagonalise the fermion mass matrix. This process receives contributions from both the exchange of KK photons and KK Z bosons but in practice we find it to be completely dominated by the deformation of the Z zero mode plotted in figure 3 . We do not include the contribution from the Higgs or KK modes of the Higgs. The current experimental bounds on these processes are [45, 46] Br(µ
Numerical Analysis and Results
This slightly simplified study essentially serves three purposes. Firstly, it allows us to look at the central physics for a relatively simple example. Secondly, it allows us to compare the results from the present model, with a z-dependent mass (9), with a model in which one uses the Yukawa couplings to get a discrete fermion spectrum [30, 32] . Thirdly, it allows us to test the validity of the assumption of a universal c 1 value. This is rather crudely tested by assuming a universal c 1 value and then looking at the results for any c 1 dependence. By considering just these three decays, it is reasonable to just fit to the three charged lepton masses. However, one still has a sizeable number of input parameters. Although we assume a universal c 1 value, we still allow for anarchic Yukawa couplings λ in (17) . We shall also assume real, flavour-diagonal c 0 values.
Here we take the c L (c (L) 0 ) as input parameters and randomly generate ten 3 × 3 complex Yukawa couplings, |λ i j | ∈ [1, 3] , allowing the c R values to be solved for by fitting to the lepton masses [45] . We then proceed to generate a further 10,000 Yukawa couplings and for each one compute the branching ratios and lepton masses. Inevitably most of these configurations will not give the correct masses, and so we take the 100 configurations which give the most accurate masses. From these 100 configurations we plot the average of the branching ratios in figure 4 . We then repeat this for a hundred random KK scales 
We then proceed to compute the branching ratios for the RS model using exactly the the same method. In the literature there always appears to be a slight debate over what should be referred to as the KK scale.
Here we define the KK scale to be Firstly, it should be noted that the (C) configuration, with c 1 ≈ 1, is in good agreement with the equivalent calculation done without the z dependent mass term [32] . Secondly, as one would expect, there is an increasing c 1 dependence as one moves the f L profile towards the IR, although this dependence is still small compared to changes in the c 0 parameters, e.g. going from configuration (C) to (D). None the less we find that this dependence is negligible for configurations These figures also highlight the implications of the reduced c 0 dependence in the range of fermion masses (i.e. the gradient in figure 1) . One can clearly see that as one localises the left-handed fermions closer and closer towards the UV brane (i.e. larger c L values), the scale of the branching ratios is reduced. In order to maintain the correct masses, the corresponding right-handed fermions must sitter closer towards the IR. Sooner or later this leads to a problem via either a large value of Br(τ − → µ − µ + µ − ) or even a difficulty obtaining the correct masses. However, due to this reduced gradient the corresponding c R 0 are not as extreme in the SW model as in the RS model. Hence the RS model has problematic points in parameter space before the SW model. For example a Br(µ − → e − e + e − ) < 10 −18 is difficult to achieve in the RS model but not in the SW model. In other words the reduced c 0 dependence, in the SW model, gives rise to a larger phenomenologically viable parameter space than in the RS model.
In a more complete study, that included processes such as µ → eγ, it would be necessary to include both neutrino masses as well as mixings. This would restrict the range of possible configurations (43) but one would anticipate that the basic results still hold.
The Quark Sector
As mentioned in the introduction, some of the most stringent constraints on the RS model come from FCNC's in the kaon sector [14, 15, 16, 47, 34] , so we wish to see how they are affected in the SW model. As in [14, 16, 48] , we integrate out the the non-zero gluon and photon KK modes, as well as all weak gauge boson modes, at tree level, arriving at the 4D effective Hamiltonian [49] Parameter 95% allowed range (GeV −2 ) Parameter 95% allowed range (GeV −2 )
Re Here
and α and β are colour indices. Model-independent bounds on the Wilson coefficients C i ,C i have been given in [50] , as quoted in Table 3 . Let us define the integral
where ψ, χ, ξ, σ = L, R while U L/R are the unitary matrices that diagonalise the mass matrices and i, j, k, l, m, n are flavour indices. The Wilson coefficients are then given by
where s 2 w = sin 2 θ W , c 2 w = cos 2 θ W , θ W is the weak mixing angles and g s , g, e are the 5D couplings of the (five-dimensional) gluon, Z and photon fields. Here we are not interested in electroweak constraints, so we shall equate g 2 s f 2 0 = 4πα s , g 2 f 2 0 = 4πα/s 2 w , and e 2 f 2 0 = 4πα.
The K L − K S mass difference and the indirect CP violation parameter ǫ K follow from the weak Hamiltonian (44) . Because the former is more sensitive to uncertain long-distance effects than the latter and because of the small experimental value (ǫ K ) exp = (2.228 ± 0.011) × 10 −3 [45] , the stronger constraints are on the (CP-violating) imaginary parts of the Wilson coefficients (cf Table 3 ). These stronger constraints typically translate into the strongest constraints on the model, as is the case in the RS model (or the MSSM, for that matter). We expect the same to hold for the SW model. The new-physics (NP) contributions to ǫ K and ∆M K are calculated using [16] Table 4 : "Bag" factors B i (µ) for the relevant hadronic matrix elements at representative renormalisation scales.
where ϕ ǫ = 43.51 • and κ ǫ = 0.92 [51] . The hadronic matrix elements of the four-fermion operators are parameterised as
where m K = 497.6 MeV, f K = 156.1 MeV, and we have indicated the dependence on the renormalisation scale µ. Tremendous effort has gone into higher-order corrections to the SM calculation of C 1 , to the formula (50) , and the determination of the B i -factors, in particular the SM one, B 1 . In fact, some recent studies have hinted that the SM contribution may be slightly too small to explain the experimental value [52, 53] . While this is intriguing, in view of our tree-level analysis and other approximations made, we will ignore the SM contributions, comparing the new-physics contribution in this model directly to the experimental values for ǫ K and ∆M K . We also restrict ourselves to a leading-log analysis, renormalising our Wilson coefficients at µ = µ 0 = 2M K K and evolving [54] (at leading log) the bag factors given in [55] up to µ 0 . Representative numerical values are given in Table 4 .
Numerical Analysis and Results
Here we wish to investigate two points. Firstly, can the SW model reproduce the correct quark masses and mixing angles and secondly, to what extent are FCNC's suppressed. However, even if one assumes real, flavour-diagonal, bulk mass parameters and universal, order unity, c 1 values then one still has 18 complex Yukawas and 9 real c 0 parameters to fit. Such a large parameter space gives rise to an under constrained problem or in other words the existing constraints from flavour physics can always be satisfied with sufficient tuning of the free parameters. Hence the relevant question, we wish to address here, is which of the two models requires the least tuning in order to reproduce all existing observables. Ideally one should carry out a full Monte Carlo analysis, although accurately carrying out the integrals is numerically too slow for this to be a computationally viable option. Another possible approach would be to compute the fine tuning parameter (introduced in [56] ) including all know observables. However this approach would offer no indication as to the 'typical' size of a given observable in a given model.
The approach taken here is to find points in parameter space that give the correct masses, mixing angles and Jarlskog invariant and then proceed to calculate the size of the additional contributions, to ǫ K and ∆m K , from the KK gauge fields. In selecting such points one should be aware of two factors. Firstly, is the point fine tuned, i.e. are the output observables sensitive to small changes in the input parameters. Secondly, is the point a particularly rare point in parameter space. In order to address the second issue, here we endeavour to scan over as wide a range of the parameter space as is computationally viable. For the first point we will compute the fine tuning parameter at each point considered. To be a little more explicit our method is as follows.
• With the exception of the overall warp factor (Ω = 10 
and three c 1 values, c 1 = 0.5, 1, 1.5. The five c L configurations have been chosen such that they give roughly the correct mixing angles. Note that for configurations with 0.74 < c L1 0 (c 1 L ) < 0.60 it becomes increasingly difficult to get a good fit to the quark masses without including quite large bulk mass parameters. figure 5 . Due to the fact that only a 100 points were used, a large number of the configurations and KK scales considered yielded either one or zero points consistent with ǫ K ( figure 6(a) ). Such configurations would require a significant level of tuning in order to be consistent with experimental constraints.
• Next we find the 'natural' c u R and c d R values. By natural we mean the bulk mass parameters that give the correct masses and mixing angles assuming that there is no hierarchy in the Yukawa couplings. For this we generate ten sets of two Yukawa matrices and for each one solve for c u/d R by fitting to the quark masses. To avoid accidentally using a fairly extreme Yukawa, the c R values used is the median of these ten values. The Yukawa matrices are generated such that |λ i j | ∈ [1, 3] . As discussed in section 3.3 we avoid using large Yukawa couplings. These average c R values are given in table 5.
• With the nine bulk mass parameters fixed, we proceed to find 100 points in parameter space, that give the correct quark masses, mixing angles and Jarlskog invariant by solving for the Yukawa couplings. (53) and the mixing angles are [45, 50] V us = 0.2254 ± 0.00065 V cb = 0.0408 ± 0.00045
• By randomly generating the initial guess of the solver one would anticipate that these points would be spread evenly over the parameter space. However one still needs to check the level of tuning required to obtain masses and mixing angles. Hence here we compute the fine tuning parameter [56] 
where the observables, O i , run over all the masses, mixing angle and Jarlskog invariant and the input parameters, p j , run over the all the Yukawas. In practice we vary the Yukawas over a range of 0.1+0.1i (i.e. ∆p j ). The fine tuning parameter is then taken as the maximum value with respect to both input parameters and output parameters. Plotted in figure 7 is the mean value taken over the 100 points.
• Having found these 100 viable points in parameter space we proceed to compute the size of the contributions to ǫ K and ∆m K . The mean value, taken over these 100 points, have been plotted in figure  5 . We have also plotted, in figure 6 , the percentage of the points that are consistent with experimental results. Again in the case of the RS model the KK mass has been scaled by a factor of 2 2.45 such that the mass of the first gauge KK mode would be about the same in the two models.
• This process is then repeated for 50 KK scales, randomly chosen such that M KK ∈ [1, 10] TeV, for both the RS model and the SW model with c 1 = 0.5, c 1 = 1 and c 1 = 1.5 and also at each configuration in (52) .
As mentioned before, it is hoped that this approach will offer an unbiased spread of points over the region of parameter space of relevance to generating SM fermion masses and mixing angles. Let us turn now to the first question, posed at the beginning of this section, can the SW model generate the correct fermion masses and mixings? As one would expect the answer is yes. For both the RS model and the SW model, not one of the points plotted in figure 7 show any sign of significant fine tuning (i.e ∆ BG > 10). This is of course because of bulk configurations (52) taken as input parameters. Had one chosen more UV or IR localised This then brings us to the second question, related to the the suppression of FCNC's. By grouping points in parameter space according to their configurations of bulk mass parameters (52), one is essentially comparing points which require equivalent levels of tuning in order to obtain the correct masses and mixing angles (see figure 7) . Even with this comparison it is still difficult to meaningfully quantify the extent to which FCNC's are suppressed. None the less one can see that, for all points considered, FCNC's are considerably more suppressed in the SW model than in the RS model with an equivalent level of tuning. For example, one can see from figure 6(a) that, in the SW model with configuration (E), in order to have about 20% of the points consistent with ǫ K one would require M KK 4 TeV (corresponding to a KK gluon mass of ∼ 8 TeV). Where as in the RS model one would require M KK 10 TeV (corresponding to a KK gluon mass of ∼ 25 TeV). Alternatively one can look at the total number of points that satisfy the ǫ K constraint regardless of KK scale. In the SW for configuration (E) with c 1 = 1.5, 1, 0.5 this is about 31%, 31%, 19% respectively. While for configuration (A) this is about 4.2%, 2.5%, 2.6%. This can be compared to the RS model which is about 8% for configuration (E) and 0.22% for configuration (A).
There are a number of factors contributing to this increased suppression of FCNC's. The extent to which FCNC's are suppressed is largely determined, at tree level, by how universal the gauge-fermion couplings, that appear in (45), are. As can be seen in figure 2(a) , as one localises the fermions further and further towards the UV, the gauge fermion coupling becomes increasingly universal. While this is true for both the SW model and the RS model one can also see, from figure 2(b), that in the SW model, with c 1 1 that the gauge fermion couplings are slightly more universal than the RS model. In addition to this in the SW model, due to the presence of the bulk Higgs, the fermions will typically sit slightly further towards the UV than in the RS model (see table 5 ). This effect should be combined with the reduced c 0 dependence in the range of possible fermion masses (the gradient in figure 1 ). This results in avoiding extreme bulk mass parameters in configurations in which either the left-handed or right-handed fermions are localised quite far towards the UV. For example, see c u3 R for configurations (A) and (B) in table 5 for an extreme example. When all these effects are combined one finds that, for all points in parameter space considered, FCNC's are more suppressed in the SW model than in the RS model.
One of the underlying assumptions in this analysis is that of a universal c 1 value. However, upon examining the results one can see that, despite most of the bulk mass parameters of relevance to kaon physics having c R 0 −0.6, there is still a very small c 1 dependence. In particular smaller c 1 values tend to give slightly more UV localised fermions and slightly less universal gauge fermion couplings. These effects are quite small and hence negligible when compared to varying the bulk mass parameters, c 0 . So here we would argue that these results would not change significantly if one was to relax this assumption. None the less, since the exact origin of the c 1 term has not been clearly defined it is not clear if this number can be quite large or small. Here we shall leave investigation of this to future work.
It should also be stressed that this cannot be considered a complete study for a number of reasons. Firstly we only consider tree level gauge mediated FCNC's. One would also anticipate additional contributions to FCNC's arising from, for example, the dilaton or the Higgs [36, 57, 58, 59] . The inclusion of such additional contributions would inevitably enlarge the parameter space and hence make a fair comparison with the RS model more difficult. However one would anticipate that such fields would be IR localised and hence such FCNC's should also be suppressed. Secondly we also only focus on kaon physics. One can see from table 5 that a study involving top physics or B physics would involve fermions sitting further towards the IR where the assumption of universal c 1 values is arguably less valid. So here we will leave a more comprehensive study to future work.
It is important to realise that the central physics involved in this result is not necessarily related to the soft wall but rather the change in the relationship between fermion masses and their positions. In particular the reduction of the gradient in figure 1. One would anticipate such an effect showing up, to some extent, in any bulk Higgs scenario. For example, a similar reduction, in the constraints from ǫ K , was found in the RS model with a bulk Higgs in [34] . However soft wall models offer a framework in which the Higgs can propagate in the bulk and the gauge hierarchy problem can still potentially be resolved.
Discusion and Conclusions
The primary motivation of this paper was to demonstrate that the description of flavour that exists in the RS model can be transferred across to the SW model. Here we believe that we have done this but there is one major difference. Whereas in the RS model, with the Higgs on the brane, the fermion masses are determined by the end points of the fermion profiles, in the SW model they are determined by the overlap integral of the Higgs VEV and the fermion profiles. This gives rise to two significant differences between the SW model and the RS model. Firstly, although the range of possible masses still falls exponentially, in the SW model the exponent is no longer constant. Secondly, with both left-handed and right-handed fermions sitting towards the UV one obtains a minimum possible fermion mass.
Both the gradient in the fermion masses and the minimum fermion mass are very sensitive to both the warp factor and the form of the Higgs VEV. One would also suspect that it would be sensitive to the form of the dilaton background value as well. Although here we have fixed ν = 2 in order to arrive at a Regge scaling in the KK masses. It should also be noted that one cannot obtain the hierarchy of fermion masses if the warp factor is too small or the Higgs VEV is too flat. However, with a warp factor of Ω = 10 15 the case of a quadratic Higgs VEV is particularly interesting since it results in a minimum fermion mass being approximately fifteen orders of magnitude lower than the EW scale. This appears to be in rough agreement with the observed range of neutrino masses and hence the majority of this paper has focused on this case. Further still it was found in [26] that an approximately quadratic Higgs VEV gave the lowest EW constraints.
Having restricted the study to that of a quadratic Higgs VEV we proceeded to investigate the implications for flavour physics. Studies of flavour in the SW model suffer from a number of additional complications to that of the RS model. Firstly, one must necessarily ensure that the bulk fermions gain a z-dependent mass term in order to obtain a discrete KK spectrum. The most natural source of such a mass term is the Yukawa couplings to the Higgs. However here, following [31] , we use a generic bulk mass (9) term which could or could not be related to the Yukawa couplings. The advantage to this bulk mass term is that it allows for analytical expressions to be obtained for the fermion profiles and hence simplifies the study. The disadvantage is that one does not know the precise relationship between the c 1 parameters and the Yukawa couplings. Fortunately it is found that when the fermions are localised towards the UV and one assumes c 1 ∼ O(1) then the results are relatively independent of c 1 . Hence for the physics considered here, notably kaon physics and lepton decays, one can assume a universal c 1 value and still arrive at a reasonably reliable result.
The situation receives an additional complication when one tries to estimate at what scale one loses perturbative control of the calculation. With the KK masses scaling as m 2 n ∼ n, one would naively expect a tree level sum over the KK tower to be logarithmically divergent. I.e. tree level processes are dominated by the higher KK modes and hence one must impose a cut off in the KK number. By computing the five dimensional gauge propagator, it is demonstrated that this divergence does not occur provided the fermions gain a sufficiently z-dependent mass term, i.e. c 1 0.5. If one assumes that the Yukawa couplings are the source of the c 1 term and that c 1 ∼ λh 0 then this would suggest that one needs large Yukawa couplings to avoid such a tree level divergence. However this would result in a loss of perturbative control, at next to leading order, at a scale much lower than the KK scale. Alternatively one could look for an another source of the z-dependent mass term such as couplings to the dilaton or a Goldberger-Wise scalar [33] .
None the less, assuming c 1 ∼ O(1) and a quadratic Higgs VEV, we are then able to investigate the phenomenological implications of the change in the range of possible fermion masses. Due to the difficulties in quantifying the extent to which FCNC's are suppressed here we choose to compare the SW model to the well studied RS model. In other words, we are using the RS model as a point of reference. Firstly, a relatively simple study of rare lepton decays is made primarily to check the assumption of universal c 1 values as well as allowing for comparison with some earlier work [32] . With c 1 ≈ 1, good agreement is found with models in which the backreaction of the Yukawa couplings, on the fermion profiles, is included. Next we proceed to examine K 0 −K 0 mixing for both the RS model and the SW model, comparing points in parameter space that require equivalent levels of tuning in order obtain the correct masses, mixing angles and Jarlskog invariant. It is found that, in the SW model, the fermions typically sit slightly further towards the UV than in the RS model, with a brane localised Higgs. Also the gauge fermion couplings are slightly more universal. This results in FCNC's being more suppressed in SW model than in the RS model for nearly all points in parameter space considered. Hence here we would conclude that, despite its computational difficulties and uncertainties, the SW model arguably offers a more appealing description of flavour than the RS model. This result, coupled with the result of [26, 27] , suggests that there is a strong case to be made for considering models with a bulk Higgs.
